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Some Pro Reviews May Help Your Choice.
Presenting a digest of road tests from leading Japanese auto journais.

Once the decision is made 10 buy
a new car or trade in the aid one, most
people probably start collecting. few
catalogs, visit some showrooms, maybe
even read a couple of auto magazines
and most certainly look with interest
at every new model they see on the
raad. In any case, they usual1y go
through a period of mild confusion.

Choosing a car is, af ter all, a bit
like gelling married. When looking for
tha t very special person you worry
not just about their looks, but about
their personality, health, and perhaps
a whole string of things you ordinarily
wouldn't give a second thought to.

Selecting a ear is the same. Nice

styling and general popularity is just
not quite enough. Other important fac-
tors, a more thoroughgoing evaluation
is cardinal. You check to see if the
stee ring is inaccurate, if the fa te of
fuel consumption is toa high and sa on.

You check anything and everything
because you want ycur "precieus car"
to be worth as much as you pay for it.
To assist you in finding answers to the
questions you mîght have and perhaps
add to your store of automotive ex-
perience, we thought it would be help-
ful if we provided some outside, in-
formed opinions.

In this issue, therefore, we present
all those of you who are now looking

for a car with the views of some pro-
fessional auto cri tics concerning Mitsu-
bishi's two great passenger car series.
From reading these articles, we think
you wil! be convineed by the high
ratings given to the engine and driving
performance of our cars.

All comments and data were taken
from 5 leading auto magazines of Japan;
Motor Magazine, Motor Fan, Car
Graphic, Gekkon Jikayosha (Private
Car Monthly) and Driver.

We hope you will read them care-
fully and then visit your nearby Mitsu-
bishi dealer for you r own personal
evaluation.
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1400 SL
(5-speed)
4-door Sedan

Weil Balanced, Sporly Sedan

It has looks, hand/es eesitv with safety,
and shifts like a dream. Engine response
is {ast, long-/asting and rettebte.

II~~I.~The winsome stvt-: =, ing of the car, based
on Mitsubishi's own

~::.iill"~~1II!safety oriented "turn-
biehome, turnunder"
body design, has
achieved a wonderful-
IV simple and delight-
ful overall effect.

Once vou begin driving this car. the
first thing you will feel is that this is a
very easy car to operate. All controls
are light to the touch, and each lever,

but in accordance with the build of
the driver, it is important to be careful
not to lower the wheel toa much.

Shifting gears is a marvelous feeling.
The shift is light and gears changes
sharp and fast in a way that will please
every driver.

The single carburetor , 92ps Saturn
engine runs as smooth as can beo Not
only is it marvelously smooth through-
out its full rpm range, It gives so much
lively power that you would never think
that it has lots of anti-poltution fea-
tures too.

With a flat torque curve and plenty
of flexibilitv, this engine could be con-
sidered an almost ideal power unit. The

In all cases, the test reports inform motorists evervwoere that in the power, performance and

comfort that matter in toaev's rnotorinq, Colt Lancer is th ere, holdiflg its own with competitors
and even beariflg many of them hands down.

switch and pedal is suitably located so
that your body will adjust comfortably
right away. The interior may seem plain
corneared to competing modeis, but
th!s helps account for the cars tune-
tionatlv easy handling.

The seats, with such human engi-
neering factors as shape and firmness
taken into account, fit any driver per-
fectly and practieally make you forget
fatigue. The support in the shoulder
areas is just enough to give vou the
right kind of support vou need when
cornering.

The tilting mechanism which permits
the up and down adjustment of the
steering wheel is also a valuable feature,

only hitch is a slightly high level of
noise (in the vicinitv of 6,OOOrpml, but
it is a minor problem.

The 5-speed transmission provided is
especially noted for lts easy handling
and for the fa et that it allows vou to
make full use of the engine's capability.
You wil I find that you get a really fast
pickup in lst and 2nd gear with 3rd
and above providing sufficient high
speed power. I tried running the engine
at 6,OOOrpm as a test and found I could
go 50km/h in 1st gear, 80km/h in 2nd
and 115km/h in 3rd.

At the same time, this engine has
enough toughness to shift into accelera-
ti on from around 1,500rpm and show

lively performance under any condi-
ti ons. 5th gear is good not only for
high-speed driving; with unÎque endur-
ance at even low rpm, it can often be
used even on city streets.

Steering and safety in the Colt Lancer
SL-5 ra te very high. On corners with a
large radius .the degree of understeer is
slight, but even when making tight
turns this understeer tendency will hold
out with the rear of the car firmly
gripping the road. The SL-5 is not low
on rol I, but thanks to lts sharp steering
capabilitv. it can maintain a high eer-
nering speed.

On dirt tracks the steering response
is wonderfully sharp with an impressive
variabie ratio of 15.5 - 18.1. For its
class, high speed straightaway perform-
ance is thoroughly satisfactory. It also
holds weil against side winds and has no
trouble driving at 100km/h speeds even
in rainy weather.

The brakes have a light pedal pres-
sure and will stop the car without fail.
In response to pedal pressure, there is a
nice feeling of increasing brake power
and even with repeated use at high
speeds there is practically no fading or
drop in effectiveness.

The Colt Lancer 1400 SL·5 is known
as an easv-to-handle. highly practical
family sedan. Yet my conclusion, after
mv own test drives, is that it is a car
with sportv performance, good balance
and weil built through and through.

(Gekken JikavoshaJ

Benelils ol Aeronose Design
The clear, low line known as the

aeronose is the main theme of this eer.
And in truth, the front portion of the
hood does stoop down smartly. Be-
cause this nose, which employs prin-
elples of aircraft design, hes excellent
aerodynamic properties. the car body
firmly grips the road surface even at
high speeds. Naturally it serves to
achieve greater forward visibility. In
addition, the large, sloping front com-
bined with a front and rear construc-
tion that avoids compartment damage
when crushed, is very effective in rals-
ing safety. (Motor Fan)

3



MITSUBISHI WHEELS4

Easy-To-Handle "Laneer"
A lightweightcar with apowerfuI, livetv ,
flexible engine. Steers the way you
want it with easy controts and reel
comfort

No ene can say that
the Colt Larreer's styl-
ing is very conspieuous
among today's numer-

... --.,:~ DUS, showy car mod-
els. Yet, on the other
hand, its calm, straight-

9~ -5 forward styling thus

gives a fresh, new im presalon.

One of the big characteristics of the
Colt Larteer which can be mentioned
is its light weight. This light weight
factor gives numerous advantages to
the Lancér's performance.

The 1400 SL-5 weighs 830kg. The
combination of a 1439cc, 92ps engine
has produced a power/weight ratio of
8.75kg/ps, which is way above average
tor this class of sedan.

As you might expect, the car is tast.
It has good starting pickup and its high
speed, passing acceleration is livefiness

itself.
For a single carburetor engine, the

response is excellent and the level of
flexibility is exceptionally high. The 5·
speed transmission provides fantastic
maneuvering control. The stroke is ap-
propriate, light and cettaln. The gear
ratio settings are also really very good,
matching the engine perfectlv.

The graceful dash is thickly padded tor safety. All controts are essv-to-reecö and meters are
scientifically placed tor instant, error-tree reading.

Bady-cantaured bucket seets are adjustable
tor the comfort of all drivers.

Superior Power-Weight Ratio
The Colt Lancer , having as its special

feature a powerful engine mounted in
a lightweight body, is much lighter than
other cars in its class. You could there-
fore say that right from birth its sports
potentlal was high.

To be a bit more precise. it is the
fa ct that the Larteer is balanced in
ever vthinq - in its superb power-weight
ratio and its engine with a perfectlv
matebed driveline and good response
for example - which gives it its fast
speed.

For urban driving, the models which
give really great fuel consumption rates
are the GL and SL-5. The former gives
10.9km/.Q and the Jatter offers a practi-
cally identical 10.8km/lI:. These rates
clearly testify to the superiority of the
4G33 model Saturn engine which these
cars have.

Anyone who rides a Colt Lancer will
soon fee I the sen se of security and
driving ease which usually come af ter a
long period of driving. Furthermore,
there is the iov of knowing that the
Lancer can give any kind of driving
performance. (Motor Magazine)

The 92ps/6,300rpm 1400cc "Sstu m" engine
delivering 12.5kg-m max. tarque at4,OOOrpm
has outstanding performance and flexibility
characteristics but even greater ecanamy.
A snort-mrow. full synchramesh 5-speed
gearshift runs thraugh the entire speed range
smaathly and ettorttesstv.

at all. The driving position is also really
good and together with an excellent
field of vision vou will be able to enjoy
a drive that is truly wondertul.

All controts - the clutch, brake, ac-
celerator, steering wheel and sa on are
light and weil balanced.

In short, the Colt Lancer 1400 SL-5
is a really easy to drive, low-stress car
- something which is also common to
all the other mode Is in the Lancer
series.

From town and city use to sper tv
drives the Colt Lancer is always capable
of performing according to the driver's
feeling. (Car Graphic)

A handy special multi-purpase lever, fitted
on the steering column, centralizes turn signa/s,
dimmers, passing lights, windshield wiper and
washer controts inta one unit.

The suspension is a plein combi na-
ti on of struts and rigid leafs. but the
settings are just right for a comfortable
ride.

Steering response is really sharp for
this kind of car. The tendency of under-
steer is mild and the driver can follow
the line he wants beautifully.

One point concerning driving safety
which could be troublesome is the fact
that the car is slightly weak against side
winds. However, other than this we
could not find any other difficulties
wor th mentioning.

Interior comfort is good. There is
plenty of padding and the ride isn't bad
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Fast, Soft-Riding Family Ca·

5

Puts roominees, passenger proteetion
and a solid body frame toqetber with
a quiet, soft ride that can be peppy
and economical too.

Seated inside thedrlVerF~ Colt Lancer 1400, we
-,,_.~ gat the lmpresslon
f'l ....-a..~=that there was a lot

E of roominess for a car
I of this class. Then

there was the fee Iing
of confidence we gat
from knowing that we

were weil protected by 120mm thick
doors and a really sturdy, solid mono-
coque frame; a 50km/h collision test
had almost na effect on the compart-
ment and the windshield didn't shatter.
But all this seems to be standerd for
Mitsubishi's high level of human en-
gineering.

Not only is the body construction
strong, sound proofing is also weil
taken care of. The closing sound of
the 4 doars even seems pleasant. When
we tried tearing down a rough, gravel
road at 80km/h, we found that the
body produced no squeaks and th at
the gravel thrown up against the floar

The see-throuçn cutaway view of the entire Colt Lancer provides a conventent guide to its
superb mechanicallayour.

did not reverberate harshly.
The trunk space in back is also very

large. By the use of an under the floor
fuel tank design, the floer spa ce has
been cansiderably widened.

Ventilation for the campartment is
effective due to clearJy weil constructed
ventilators. The front defroster also
does its job quite satisfactorilv.

Suspension consists of strut type,
independent coil springs in front and
semi-elliptical leaf springs on a riqid
axle in the rear. The merit of this sus-
pension svstem is that it is simpJe in
construction and easy to adjust. The
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settings seem a bit soft, vet we found
we could still shoot around corners
wonderfully.

Looking at the great economy of this
car, there are quite a few factors which
catch your attention. Por example the
gear ratio in the transmission is ideally
spaeed; this has a big influence on the
car's acceleration performance and eco-
nomy. Then too, there is the lightness
of the body.

Put altogether, the Colt Lancer drives
and handles beautifully and still makes
it possible for you to get about with
real economv. (Driver)

45 (9.9)
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SPECIFICATIONS

Colt Lencer 1400 SL 4·Door Sedan
Dimensions:
Wheelbase, mm (in)
Overaillength, mm (in)
Overall width, mm (in)
Overall height, mm (in)
Front track, mm (in)
Rear track, mm (in)
Kerb weight, kg (tb)
Engine:
Type

2.340 ( 92.1)
3,960 (156.0)
1,525 ( 60.0)
1,360 ( 53.5)
1,285 ( 50.6)
1,255 ( 49.4)

830(1,826)

.._s.- •
•~~...,,....c-

a-cvnncer in-line weter-cocree
4-cycle,OHC

Displacement, cc (cu. in) 1,439 ( 87.8)
acre x stroke, mm (in)

73 x 86 (2.87 x 3.39)
9.0

92/6,300
Compression ratio
Max. ou tpu't ps/rpm Irpm

Max. torque kg-m (ft. Ib)/rpm
12.5 (90.4)/4,000

Down draft, z-oarr e! x 1Carburator
Driveline:
Transmission
Gear rettos:

1st 3.369
3rd 1.360
5th 0.856

Final gaar ratio
Oriving wheels
Body and chassis:
Body/frame construction unit
Brakes. front/rear disc/drum
Stearing Recirculating bali type

wlth variabie ratio gear

Ratio 15.5 .....18.1
Front suspension: Independentstruttype

with ecu springs
Rear suspension: Asymmetrical semi-

ellfptic at leaf springs

s-sceec manual

2nd

4'h
Reverse

2.035
1.000
3.635
3.889

Capacity:
Fuel tank, ut {lrnp gat)
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1850 SL
(5-speed)
4-door Sedan

In a series of raad tests, professional drivers whipped (he Colt Galant mrouçn city traffic,

pounded it over dirt roeas, rook ie out tor highway cruising and put ie through make-or-break
spins on the curves and straightaways of test tracks.

ventilaticn system made things quite
pleasant.

Even more gratifying was the driving
position adjustment setup - something
which is alwavs first rate in Mitsubishi
cars. In addition to slide adjustment and
a reclining adjuster, the driver's seat
has a lever which lets you change the
angle and height of the seat. But most
impressive of all was a fixture which
makes it possible to change the firmness
of the support for the lower lumber area
of the driver's back. (Motor Fan)

Power and Performance
The car with the no-stress engine and
extra efficient full synchromesh trans-
mission which tets you eniov city driv-
ing and sporty touring.

Right from the start
of our test drive with
the 1850 SL-5, we
noticed how sportily
the 105ps engi ne
moved the car's 970kg
about; we telt no
stress at all. Vet the

=::,ê,- feeling we got was al-
together different from the one given
by a 1.6 liter Saturn engine; an engine

with a smooth throttle sound and de-
lightful rev sensation. Even so, this
doesn't mean that the engine response
was bad.

Compared to the Saturn engine
(1600ccl, which revs up clear and strong
trom mid-gear range all the way through
high gear, the Astron 1850 engine is a
much gentier engine. It has great flexi-
bility and the outstanding feature of
a flat torque which turns out more
than 13kg·m of torque trom a low
speed rpm of 1,500 clear up to the
6,000rpm red zone. So you could
say that in contrast to the youthfulness
of the Saturn, the Astron feels more
mature.

The Astron 1850cc ençtne is widely noted tor
its quick and stabIe response, no-stress big
pulling power and exceptionally high economy.

High Performance and Comfort
Noted for its great, power-ta-spare en-
gine and smooth gearbax match-up,
sharp steering, cozy intertor and ideal
adjustable driver's seat.
".-_,-~_- ft The Colt Galant of-

-:';:-73'':) _~ fers a choice of two

body stvles - sedan
or hardtop. and three
engine sizes - 1600,
1850 and 2000cc.

For our test drive
we decided to use the
1850 SL-5 4-door se-

dan. Mounted up front was a down
draft 2-barrel type engine delivering a
maximum output of 105ps/6,000rpm
and a maximum torque of 15.5kg-m/
4,OOOrpm. A5-speed transmission was
hooked up to harness this power.

We found that thls engine has power
to spare and is wonderfully flexible
to boot. When we ran at 40km/h in
4th gear and 50km/h in 5th, we feit
no stress at all. The match-up between
the engine and the 5-speed transmission
gear ratio is also good. Each gear has
an ample pulling power, giving the kind
of response that really satisfies.

The car's performance on the road
is very high. It has a speed and handling
not usually associated with a 4·door
sedan.

Suspension is provided by a com-
bination of struts and leaf-springs. 165
SR·13 tires (5J rim) are standard equip-
ment.

The steering characteristics of this
Galant showed agentle understeer at
normal driving speeds, but when we
revved her up this tendency became
rather pronounced. Nevertheless, for a
1.8 liter car this is a generally very
lively car which will let you enjoy
even sports-like driving.

The handling is marvelously light
with sharp response being a special
characteristic. One big reason is that
the engine weighs very little. which
means that the front load of the car
is smalt.

As for the interior ride of the 1850
SL-5, we found first of all that there
is plenty of roomv space: one of the
results, it seems, of the long nose body
design. This, together with an efficacious
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The smartly stvted instrument panel incorporates deeply recessea instrument modules, optimally positioned tor easy reading in all light
conditions, and the extra wide windshield provides maximum visibility in all directions.

Ordinarily, shifting up means going
step by step, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and so on.
But the great thing about the flat
torque of the 1850 SL-5 is that it has
the flexibility to let you handle easily
15t to 3rd, then 4th. In city driving,
with its conjestion and repetitious stop
and go conditions. gear changing ean
be a bother. With the 1850, you
get the power performance necessary
with only 15t and 3rd gear. Of course,
if you really want to put this engine
to tuil use and get all the sportv ride
you ean out of it. we urge you to
exploit thoroughly the full synchro-
mesh, 5-speed transmission instalied in
the 1850 SL·5.

This 5-speed transmission is not a
4-speed gearbox with an O.O. added on.
The 5th gear is a real gear and all gear
ra ti os are different from those of a 4-
speed box. Being set close together -
1st (3.3691, 2nd (2.0351, 3rd (1.3601,
4th (1.0001, 5th (0.856) - makes the
change from gear to gear smooth. The
shift work sensation is so much fun,
especially during a hard drive, that it
is easy to be tempred to do more shift-
ing than is needed.

We revved up the engine in each
gear until we reached 6,000rpm, the
beginning of the red zone, and found
that we got 50km/h in 1st, 85km/h
(Znd), 123km/h (3rd) and 165km/h in
4th. But we we re really irnpressed when
we easily reached the top speed of
170km/h at just below 6,000rpm just
as the catalog data claimed.

However, for high speed, 100km/h
driving 3,700rpm is plenty for 4th gear
and 3,200rpm is enough for 5th, there
is little engine noise. Of course exhaust
and wind noise don't add up to much,
so you can always enjoy driving in
quiet comfort, even on tast speed, long
trips.

Along with engine performance, the
safe handling excellence of the 1850
is another characteristic we musn't tor-
get to mention. There is no doubt, for
example, that the use of 165SR 13
radial tires combined with 5J wheels
contributes greatly to increased safety.
This combination, superbly matched
with the suspension system, assures you
the ability to take the worst hairpin
and S-curve corners on mountain roads

The front bucket seets can be fully reclined
or minutely ediusted to suit you.

.easüv and with pleasure.
Add to this the inclusion of 6-inch

width, large Master-Vac brakes; their
effect is powerful with only light peda!
pressure. What's even more important,
these floating-caliber type disk brakes
will not fade even under the harshest
braking conditions. (Car Graphic)

A long wheelbase and wide body styling alf add up to greater head and shoufder room.
Passengercomfort and safety are sssured by wide bench seets.
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Weil Balanced, Sporty Sedan

Has a qood, clean design, an engine
which delivers power and flexible re-
sponse with real economv, and hand/es
all raad conditions the way a car shou/d.

I The Colt Galant
E lIfI ztI~ 1850 GS-5, the test

ear which we used, is
the tastest model of
the 1850 series. It is
a a-door sedan with
the now popular long
nose. short deck body

"';;;11:..1 style; a style which is
in a sense orthodox, but it is at least
handsomely pure - it has no gaudy
frills to fooi the eye. If the ear lacks
real individuality, it certainly is not
alone; the same tendency is universal
among automakers. Looking at recent
European cars, especiallv the Ford Es-
cort tor example, you can see a lot of
similarity.

For lts class, the size of the 1850
GS-5 is on the smal! side, vet in reality
this makes it easier to handle. The
body is light weighing only 975kg when
the car is unloaded. It is therefore
about 100kg lighter than, for instanee,
the Datsun Laurel 1800 and Tovota
Corona 1800. This merit in turn shows
up in the car 's performance and helps
to keep steeri ng response steady.

The 1850cc Astron engine is basically
an improved version of the Saturn.
Narurallv. it is OHC in design. With
only one camshaft, the valve layout is
still the same as a DOHC, and the cross-
flow type combustion chambers are
hemi-sphericaL Using down draft 2-barrel
carburetor and premium gasoline, this
Astron engine promises hefty power.
without exaggeration, on the order of
115ps/6,200rpm and 16kg-m/4,200rpm
torque.

The quick and sharp response of this
engine is an attribute inherited from
the rally-proven Saturn. This extra punch
is all the more pleasing when compared
to the flock of listIess engines created
by the recent movement to add anti-
pollution devices.

This good response becomes even
clearer during highway passing situ a-
tions. At a peak torque of 4,200rpm
in 3rd gear the car did 80km/h, in 4th
gear 11Okm/h and in top gear 120km/h.
Acceleration at this speed seemed to
take our breath away.

On the other hand, th ere is plenty
of üexibilitv in this power unit too.
You can cover most city driving in 4th

gear, but if you want more peppiness,
3rd gear is enough to let you pass easily
most other cars.

One of the nice points common to
all Mitsubishi passenger cars is an ac-
curate speedometer. For example, our
test car showed 100km/h on its meter
wh en its ectual speed was 98km/h. It
is certainly gratifying to know that
this kind of information is precise.

We tested Galant's handling in the
Hakone mountains of central Japan.
Here again is a merit shared by all
Mitsubishi cars - sharp, correct handl-
ing. There was just a touch of heaviness
in the car's movements, but even so,
it still has excellent con trol compared
to other Japanese makes.

Because the car has a slight under·
steer tendency, making sharp tums will

A Colt Galant being tested for hili climb·
ing (top) and high speed circuit perform-
ance (bottoml.

cause the tail to slip out. But when
we tried correcting this by sharp steer-
ing and quick. sudden revving, corner-
ing became a real pleasure.

One more reason we were able to
take twisting mountain roads lies in the
ideal gear ratio settings. The gear ratios
in the transmission are set at 3.278,
1.955, 1.341, 1.000 and 0.845. These
settings match the engine's perform-
ance nicely and allow vou to take any
kind of curve and choose the right
amount of power for even city driving.
In addition, the synchromesh is power-
ful and shifting is a delight.

Having thus passed through the steep
Hakone mountains, we ascer tained th at
our Colt Galant was a car built with
a large, sportv element but which still

retained good balance.
However, what about the Intertor

control layout? Here again Mitsubishi's
functional, driver-come-first approach
was beautifully reflected.

First there is the up and down tilt-
adjustment plus unique lumbar-support.
all Mitsubishi's vehicles. What's more,
the 1850 has a seat built with tilt-
adjustment plus unique lumber-support.
Of course the seat has slide adjustment
too. Even a really fancy car like the
Aston-Martin doesn't go this faro

Furthermore, the wipers, washers,
turning lights and passing lights can all
be controlled by a multi-purpose lever
fitted to the steering wheel - something
which is very handy.

As a 4-door sedan the Colt Galant
1850 GS-5 is the car with the most
sportiness and since all the models in
this series have basically the same per-
formance, you won't tese anvthinq no
matter which you choose.

Fmatlv, in conclusion, when our
250km tour from Tokvo to Hakone
and back was over, we found that we
averaged about 10km/Q. This was the
highest value in fuel consurnption which
we have experienced recently among
passenger cars in the 1.6-liter and above
range. (Motor Magazine)

51 (11.2)

SPECIFICATIONS

Colt Galant 1850 SL 4-Door Sedan
Dimensions:
Wheelbase,mm (in)
Overatllength, mm (in)
Overall width, mm (in)
Overall height, mm (in)
Front track, mm (in)
Rear track, mm (in)
Kerb weight, kg [l b]
Engine:
Type

2,420 ( 95.31
4,200 (165.4)
1,600 ( 63.0)
1,395 ( 54.9)
1,320 ( 52.0)
1,300 ( 51.2)

970 (2,138)

4-cylinder in-Hne water-cooled
4-cycle, OHC

Oisplacement, cc (cu. in) 1,855 (113.2)
Bare x stroke, mm (in)

81.0 x 90.0 (3.19 x 3.54)
Compression ratio 8.5
Max. output ps/rpm 105/6,000
Max. torque kg·m (ft.lb}/rpm

15.5( 112.0)14,000
Down draft, z-barrer x 2Carburetor

Driveline:
Transmission
Gear rattos:

1st 3.369
3rd 1.360
5th 0.856

Final gear ratio
Driving wheels
Body and chassis:
Body/frame construction unit
Brakes, frontlrear disc/drum
Steering Recirculating bali type

with variabie ratio gear
Ratio 15.5...., 18.1

Front suspension:Independent strut type
with ecu springs

Rear suspension: Asymmetrical semi-
elliptical leaf springs

5·speedmanual

2nd
4th

2.035
1.000
3.635
3.889

Reverse

rear

Capacity:
Fuel tank. ttt (imp gal)
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What you always wanted to know, but ...
To Understand Engine Performance,
You Need to Know More Than Horsepower

In general, as the piston displacement
becomes larger, bath output (horse-
power) and torque increase: torque in
particular is affected by changes in
piston displacement.

The greater the torque is, or the
less rpm it takes to produce the same
torque, the more practical and easier
to use is the engine. It is for this
reason that you will often hear people
say that "a low speed torque engine
moves very easily even in the slow
driving of urban areas."

In the test report artieles in this
issue, the expression "flat torque char-
acteris tic" often appears. This indicates
that the torque curve graph presents
a very mildly curving line across the
full range of rprn, This expressjon is
particular1y valuable when rating an
engine is.

Now, as for output, it can be raised
considerably, even with the same amount
of piston displacement, by raising the
rpm. When, for example, racing engines
are revved up to the 8,500""'" 1O,OOOrpm
level, they ean kick out big output.
However, the efficiency of an engine
drops off as its rpm is raised and there
is some lose even in handling response
due to a lopsided torque performance.

The fa ct that Mitsubishi passenger
ears are mounted with superb engines
having wonderful power and durability
proved by victories in numerous inter-
national ral lies is therefore significant.
As you can see from the vari ous test
reports included in this issue, Mitsu-
bishi's finely eraftee engines have sharp
response, rev up big power, are silent
at high speeds, keep giving out output
at low speeds and are economical. It
would be no exaggeration to say that
no matter what angle you look at them
from these engines are nearly perfect
masterpieces.

At this point, let us look at an
"Engine Performance Curve Graph,"
something which often appears in cata-
109S, and check out the characteristics
of Mitsubishi's engines. As an added
reference, we have also inctuded the
performance curves of the Datsun
Sunny 1400GL alongside th ose of the
Colt Lancer 1400 St.. Cernpare them
closelv.

Reading an engine performance
curves graph

Located slightly above the center of
the graph, there is a gently curved 1ine.
This is the torque curve. Torque means
the amount of force which, in the case
of an engine, turns the flywheel.

The torque curve of an engine which
is streng in both city driving and high
speed continuous driving, i.e. an engine
with all-around stabie power, should
have its peak curve point in as low an
rpm range as possible. Moreover. it is
desirab1e that all torque given out be
even. In other words, it would be idee!
if the torque curve line we re flat.

The output (horsepower) curve, as
in this graph, usually rises up to the
upper right corner where it reaches
its peak and then drops off. The peak
marks the maximum. Since output is the
lifeline of an engine it follows that
a big maximum output figure is best.

The fuel consumption curve at the
very bottom of the graph expresses
efficiency of the engine. It shows the
fuel consumption in grams for each
rpm value per hour. This is not the
same as the fuel consumotien under
real driving conditions, so this curve
only serves as a guide for knowing
which rpm range is the most efficiënt.

Comparing the Lancer with a rival
Let's now cernpare first the output

of both cars. The Colt Lancer 1400
SL-5's Saturn engine goes right on kick-
ing out power above the 3,OOOrpm
mark. At 6,OOOrpm it dalivers 90ps,
and finally, at 6,300rpm it reaches its
big peak of 92ps. On the other hand,
the Sunny 1400G L reaches its maximum
output of only 85ps at 6,000rpm; a
difference of 7 crucial horsepower.

Leaving aside engines with extra large
piston displacement and outputs, for
this class of engine, a difference in
power of more than 5ps will create a
large varianee in driving performance.

Next. take a look at the torcue
curves. The Lancer surpasses the Sunny
1400 from the low rpm range all the
way to the high rpm. In particular, the
fact that the Lancer also has an almost
flat torque in the 2,000 to 5,OOOrpm
(mid-range pulling power) zone means

ENGINE PERFORMANCE CURVES

Colt Lancer 1400 Sl:5
Datsun Sunny 1400 GL

0 -

-

-
~ - ,

~
- /;~

-..;: ::::::
o c------- -

o . --
Ij -

IJ0 - -
f_

:7- --

-- ,

'" - ,
00 • s ,

ree

ec
o

ec
eo

200

Erogi"., 'pm
.0000

COLT lANCER 1400 Sl-5
Displacement 1,439cc
Max. Output 92ps/6,300rpm
Max. Torque 12.5kg-m/4,OOOrpm

OATSUN SUNNY 1400 Gl
Displacement 1,428cc
Max. Output 85ps/6,OOOrpm
Max. Torque 11.8kg-m/3,600rpm

that it has the leeway to give sharp
acceleration no matter when you press
the gas pedal. With a maximum torque
of 12.5kg-m, the Lancer also outshines
the Sunny's 11.8kg-m bv as much as
0.7kg-m_

Part of the secret of the Colt Lancer
1400's Saturn engine lies in its MS
(minimum surface) hemispherical corn-
bustion chamber which magnificently
pursues the goal of complete cernbus-
tion, in its cross-ttew svstern, in its
water heated intake manifold, in Its
cooling system and in the engineering
excellence of its double-S bearings. These
factors and more form the well-sprinq of
the Colt Lancér's surprisingly high power
output and torcue.
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What's Going On in Europe?
With stunning victories in the Safari

and ether big, international rallies, plus
a growing popularity in North America,
Sou th East Asia and Australia, it was
only a matter of time betore Mitsubishi
Motors' Colt series made its appearance
in Western Europe. Now the moment
has come.

For a start, 9 models have been
placed on the market in Great Britain,
Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg. The
lineup includes 5 Colt Galant models
plus 4 Colt Lancers.

Officially, the cars we re tirst pub-
licly displayed at the October, '74
London International Motor Show fol-
lowed by the Brussel Show held in
January. Since their reputation had
already preceded them, these latest
rivals to the cornpetltive European mar-
ket attracted a lot of interest and
enthusiasm.

Positive reviews by leading news-
papers, including a major artiele in the
Times, plus favorable test drive reports
in leading auto magazines helped to
inform the public months before the
cars actually went on sale.

North Sea

"nel
BoIgium!' / We" "r (

. \
"'\!juxembU" ''----'\ .~,

. \. ---.....; .r-~'~
') (

France

A tlan tic Ocean

The head office for Belgium/Luxemburg.The Colt Galant on English roods.

All the articles ag reed that the Colt
series provided excellent performance
with substantial economy and real re-
llabilltv. Mr. Peter Waymark of the
Times commented: "Trying the Colts
on the road, I found a good all-round
standard of cornpetence. Common to
all the cars are a superb gearbox, which
reallv does support the cliche about
a knife through soft butter, and an
excellent driving position; the brakes
are good, the steering does not have the
sogginess of some Japanese cars. the
engine feit nippy and was reasonably
quiet."

As aresuit, early sales reports are
showing th at the demand is staving
ahead of original predictions, especially
in Holland and Belgium. In analysing
the reasons for the Colt series popu-
larity, great driving performance is eer-
tainly a factor. Vet it seems that their
durability and economy are what appeal

most to budget-minded. reliabilitv-
conscious Europeans.

As for the all-important dealer situa-
tion. in England the Colt Car Co.. Ltd.
(President, M.C.E. Orr) started oft with
a netwerk of 120 dealers, which is
expanding. At present the companv
is aiming for a 200 dealer organization
as a minimum. Hart Nibbrig & Greeve
B.V. (President, Andre Oe La Porte) in
Holland and Moerkens Freres S.A.
(President, Leopord Moorkens) in Bel-
gium and Luxemburg, both report havo
ing networks of about 100 dealers also.

All of th is, of course, is onlv a
beginning. From Januarv. 1976 Mitsu-
bishi Motors plans to start offering
sales in Norway, and at a later stage
in other European countries one by
one. In future issues, we will bring
you detailed stories on what's going
on in each country.

Colt Lancer in the Dutch countrvstae.

On a temous Amsterdam drawbridge.
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Smashing Lancer Victory in First
Big Thai Race

Onee again a Colt Laneer 1600 has
made racing headlines cv winning a
major race. This time it was a 24-hour
endurance race held at the Hua Mark
Spo-ts Complex in Thailand on May 31
- June 1.

Until now Thailand's racing circuit
was marked only by short, 6 .......7km
long races. Thus the decision to hold
an endurance race, one in which a
winning trophy provided by the na-
ticn's Deputy Prime Minister would
be given to the car which made the
most laps around the 1.1 km track, was
the beginning of history.

With local newspapers and T.V.
covering the event. 29 cars, including

Toyotas, Datsuns and Fords partici-
pated. Mitsubishi Motors' sole distribu-
tor, Sittipol Motor Co.. Ltd. (SMC)
provided 5 Colt Lancers which turned
out to dominate the race right trom
the beginning.

Af ter 24 grueling hours Colt Lancer
was 1st with 1,349 laps (23 ahead of
the next eer}, 3rd, 6th and 8th. A 3·
car team of Colt Lancers also took the
team prize with a total score of 3,697
laps. In addition to these formal prizes,
the winning Lancer also won wide
attention for coming through without
a single pit-stop for repairs.

No doubt this overwhelming per-
formance, following upon the Colt
Lancér's other international victories,
will convince even the most stubborn

Winning, Thai driven Cott Lancer heading tor me finish line.

From the Publisher
With the present state of inflation

and recession, the demand for highly
economical and durable small cars has
grown with leaps and bounds. As a
result, the competition between small
cars has aJso become intense.

There are now Iiterally dozens of
cars on the market to choose from; all
of them claiming to be the best for
some reason. Clearly this makes your
deelsion very difficult.

Since you want your selection to
be the right one, it makes sense to
rely on the professional opinions of
auto experts. They know what to look
for in a good car, sa what they say
is vetv pertinent la you.

In this issue we have assembied sev-
era I articles from various leading auto
joumals pub1ished in Japan. The com-
ments made in them concerning our

Colt passenger cars testify unequivocal-
Iy to their excellence and reliability.
Though not included here, we have
also received numerous favorable cri-
tiques from major European and Asian
newspapers and journais.

We are confident that these artic1es
wil! be convincing and helpful to you
when you go te buy your first or next
car.

For the next issue, we are preparing
reports on the upcoming Tokyo Motor
Show and the 10th Australian South-
ern Cross Rally.

Yoshitomo Kimura
Assistant General Manager,
Office of International Business

that this car is a winner.

Joginder Singh Wins

The indefatigable Joginder Singh of
Kenva, winner of the 1974 Safari Rally,
has once again taken a Colt Lancer
to vlctorv.

On May 17 and 18 he taak part in
the 1,500km long Kenva 2000 Rally
along with 50 other cars representing
the wortd's best. This cross-country
rally, the third in a series of Kenya
races, was marked bv heavy rains, mud,
mist and a fallen tree which prevenred
all but 17 entries trem finishing.

Nevertheless, Joginder Singh zoomed
out to the lead from the start and
kept it. He finished 30 minutes ahead
of his dosest cornpetitor with only a
loss of 42 points.

Joginder ripping his way to victorv.
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Guam

Papua New
Guinea

NewZealand

Mark's Motors Company P.O. Box DV. Marine
Drive Agana, Guam 96910 Tel. 777-8644
Toba Pty., Ltd. P.O. Box 503 Port Moresby,
Papua Tel. 56888
Todd Motors Ltd. p.O. 80x 2295 Courtenay Place,
Wellington Tel. 555-859
Chrysler Australia Ltd. Box 1851 FG.P.O. Adelaide,
South Australia 5001 Tel. 760711
Chrysler Philippines Corporation P.O. Box 4592,
Manila TeI.89-35-01/04
Shung Ve Trading Co., Ltd. 5, South Yeng Ping
Raad, Taipei Tel. 365461-6
Universal Cars Ltd. 108 Austin Road, Kowloon
Tel. 679941
Garage Lao Niyom 274, Bd. Luang Prabang,
Vientiane Tel. 2166
Khmer Motors Corporation No. 11, Avenue de
L'URSS Phnom-Penh Tel. (2) 4565
Sittipol Motor Co., ltd. 815-823, New Road,
Talad Nov, Bangkok Tel. 36262. 32737
Cycle & Carriage (Enterprises) Pte. ltd. (Mitsubishi
Division) 41/43, Orchard Road Singapore 9 Tel.39381
Cycle & Carriage (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. (Mitsubishi
Division) 366, Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman,
Kue!a Lumour Tel. 89736-89739
P.T_ Krama Vudha Tiga Berlian Motors Jalan Tanah
Abang I/lB, Jakarta Tel. 44340
Government of Sri lanka, Successor to the Business
Undertaking of United Motors P.O. Box 697,100
Hyde Park Corner, Colombo 2 Tel. 78166
Intereontinental Motors G.P.O. Box No. 232 P.I.I.A.
Bldg., Ground Floor, Aiwan-E-Sadar Raad, Karachi,
Inayat Trading House Nadirpushtaan No. 1, Kabul
Ashtad Co., ltd. Maidan 24 Esfand, Shar Reza Ave.,
Teheran Tel. 65574, 41699
Maseelah Trading Co. (WLll P.O. Box 2702, Safat
Alesayi Trading Corporation P.O. Box 1342, Jeddah
A. A. Zayani & Sans P.O. Box 167, Dubai
A. A. Zayani & Sons P.O. Box 281, Abu Dhabi
Zubair Enterprises P.O. Box 127, Muscat

Qatar Automobiles CO.P.O. Box 1290, Doha,
Qatar Tel. 22331/2
Gulf Trading & Engineering ltd., P.O. 80x 32
Transjordan Trading Co., ltd. P.O. Box 129, Anman
Tel. 51331
EID Trading Co. Corniche Manara-Immeuble
Michel Eid, P.O. Box 4225, Beirut
Fairways Motors Enterprises Ltd. P.O. Box 187,
Larnaca Tel. 2975
Simba Motors Ltd. P.O. Box 48296, Koinage St.,
Nairobi Tel. 241·22/24434
Tanzania Colt Motors, ltd. P.O. Box 75 Dar-Es-
Salaam Tel. 20043, 21048
A. M. Rajpar Ltd. Plot No. 28, New Minor Settlement
P.O. Box 4, Masasi
Mahe Services Ltd. P.O. Box 83, Victoria, Mahe

Technica Industrial S.A.R.L. Catxa Postal 1621,
Lourenco Marques Tel. 91470
The Consolidated Trading Co., ltd. 47·49, Brabant
Street, Port Louis
Chrysler South Afriea (Ptv) ltd. P.O. Box 411,
Pretoria 0001 Tel. 76~4951
Marunouchi Manufacturing & Distributing Co., Ltd.
P.O. Box 629, Chingola Tel. 2023
luanda Acessorios, S.A.R.L. Rua Avelino Dias 108,
Caixa Postal 205, Luanda
Oubangui Automobile B.P. 158, Bangui

Grands Garages du Chari P.O. Box 92, Avenue Fe1ix
Eboue, Ndjemena

Your Mitsubishi Motors Distributor

Austrafia

Phifippines

Taiwan

Hang Kong

Laos

Republic of
Khmer
Thailand

Singapore

Ma/aysia

tndoneeis

Sri Lanka

Pakistan

Afghanistan
Iran

Kuwait
Saudi Arabia
United Arab
Emirates
Sultanate of
Oman
Qatar, Arabian
Gulf
Bahrein
Jorden

Lebanon

Cyprus

Kenya

Tanzania

Seychelles
/slands
Mozambique

Mauritius

South Africa

Zambia

Angola

Centrafricaine
Repub/ic
Repub/ic of
Chad

Phoenix Motors ltd .• Pvt. Mail 8ag 12011, 52-54,
Denton Street Ebute Metta, Lagos
Assad Yazbeck & Sons Ltda. P.O. Box 91, Freetown
J. Dominguez Guedes P.O. Box 181, Las Palmas
Hernandez Hermanos S.l. Blanco 10, Puerto de Ie
Cruz, Tenerife
Axon Automotive S.A. P.O. Box 410 Athens 301
Tel. 365421
The Industrial Motor Co. Nettonet Road, Blat8-ll·
Baida Tel. 21205
Franz Broaincevic & Co., ltd. FBW Motor Truck
& Bus 8621 Wetzikon 4, Zurich, Switzerland
Tel. 01/77 06 35

United Kingdom The Colt Car Company ltd. Dollar Street House,
Dollar Street Cirencester, Gloueestershire
Cirencester Tel. 5270
Hart Nibbrig & Greeve B,V. Sassenheim,
Warmonderweg 12 Tel. 02522-19000
Moorkens Freres S.A. Oscar Van Kesbeeckstraat 2,
2800 Mechelen Tel. 015-416931
Colt Motor AIS P.O. Box 210, Skoyen, Oslo 2,
Representacoes Automoveis Chrysler S.A.R.L.
Apartado 1208, Lisbon 1
Univex Comercio E Industria De Automoveis
E Camioes, S.A.R.l. Largo 00 Campo Pequeno
37 A/BIC Lisbon Tel. 771330
Egill Vilhjalmsson H. F. Laugavegur 116-118,
P.O. Box 5350, Reykjavik
Central Motriz. S. A. 7A, Avenida 3-14, Zona 9
Supermotores S. A. de C, V. Apartado (06) 1502
San Salvador
Vehiculos y Repuestos Walter Brothers S.A.
2A v 3A Avenida 12 Calle, No. 1122, P.O. Box 14,
Comayaguela Tel. 52·39-01
Minicar S. A. Km. 31/2 Carretera Sur, Apartado
1169, Managua
Automotores Multinacionales S. A.
P.O. Box 5630, San Jose Tel. 21-1818
A. D. Abadia & Cia S. A. Apartado N,
Panama 9A, Republic of Panama Tel. 5-2262
Boricua Motors Corporation G.P.0. 368, San Juan,
Puerto Rico 00936 Tel. (809) 765-1915
Chrysler - Plymouth de Porce State Highway No. 2
Km 2592, P.O. Box 3013 Porce, Puerto Rico 00731
Autos Del Oueste, Inc. Apar tado N. McKinley 202,
Ou este, Mayaguez, Puerto Rieo 00708
Atlantie Performance Cars Corp. P.O. Box 9141,
Santurce, San Juan, Puerto Rieo 00908
Helmes. Williams & Purvev ltd. P.O. Box 444,
Lambe Building Surpentine Road, Hamilton
Tel. 1-4111
les Moteurs Reunis, S.A. P.O. Box 746,
Port-Au-Prince Tel. 2·0642
Caribbean Motors Co. N. V. P.O. Box 127,
Willemstad, Curacao Netherlands Antilies
Tel. 36-024
Bonanza Dominicana C. por A. Apartado 973,
Avenida John F. Kennedy, Sento Dominga
Tel. 565-5531
E. J. Wolfe ltd. Long Street, P.O, Box 141, St.
Johns, Antigua
W. J. Abbott & Sons P.O. Box 124, Kingstown,
St. Vincent
Guyana Gajraj ltd. P.O. Box 440,13, Walter &
Bentinck Sts., Georgetown 2
Corporacion Automotriz, S. A. Malecon No. 1100,
Apartado 5311, Guayaquil
City Garage N. V. Zwartenhovenbrugstraat No. 112-
114 P.O. Box 1808 Paramaribo Tel. 75741

Nigeria

Sierra Leone
Canary Is/amis

Greece

Malta

Switzerland

Holland

Belgium/
Luxemburg
Norway
Portugal

Iceland

Guatemala
EI Salvador

Honduras

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

Panama

Puerto Rico

Bermuda

Haiti

Curacao

Dominican
Republic

British West
Jndies

Guyana

Ecuador

Surinam
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