
FORD THUNDERBIRD u N DT H E R B R D

THE NEW SPIRITOF THUNDERBIRD ...

ars change. As tech·
nology brings ideas
to reality, outome
biles respond with
engineering and

styling that reflect each new
advance. The best ccrs. his-
torically. have been those
most in tune with a buyer's
desire for something better.

Thunderbird is an example
of the dynamic nature of
successful automobiles. As
changing attitudes and
changing needs provided
the challenges, improving
technology provided the
answers. Thunderbird's con-
stant refinement produced,
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year by year, a more contem-
porary personal automobile.
And vet. throughout its 33·
year history, the unmistak·
ab Ie Thunderbird aura has
been ever present.

Now. Thunderbird re de
fines itsel! for 1989,taking the
art of design and the science
of performance a step tur-
ther and infusing a loriq-
respected name with a new
charge of energy and spirit.

In a very real way, the evo-
lution of Thunderbird paral·
lels the evolution of Ford ltself
the company that's winning
the world over with technol·
ogy and innovative design.

Foldout: Thunderbird LX with
optienet Preferred Equipment Package
162A shown in Crystal Blue Clearcoat

Metallic.
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...THE NEW SPIRITOF FORD.

E
very so often, a car
comes along which
stands apart, with
its own set of rules
and a new sense of

purpose against which its
competitors must be judged.

The new Super Coupe best
characterizes the spirit of all
three 1989 Thunderbirds. lts
elegant lines and aggressive
performance are pure excite-
ment. With a look that com-
mands attention and a
supercharged V-6 that corn-
mands respect, Super Coupe
stands poised to indulge
the exhilaration of serious
driving.

When accomplishment
exceeds expectation, an
automobiIe wins the admira-
tion of the most sophisticated
drivers. This Thunderbird, per-
haps more than any before it.
could compel you to re-evalu-
ate what you expect from the
car you drive.

BEST-BUILTAMERICAN
CARSEIGHTYEARS

RUNNING

For the past eight years,
Ford quality has led all other
American automotive corn-
panies. That's based on an
average of owner-reported
problems in a series of sur-
veys of '81-'88 models de-
signed and built in North
America.

Thunderbird Super Coupe in
Light Titanium Clearcoat

Metallic with oottonet
Special Value Package.
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ENVIRONMENT AND FUNCTION

T
he term "ergono-
mies" has been used
more and more over
the past few years
with regard to auto-

motive design. It refers to the
science of planning a vehi-
cle's interior to best suit those
who wil! be occupying it.
Roominess,placement of con-
trols. visibility - all are func-
tions of ergonomics.

The 1989Thunderbird has
been ergonomically de-
signed to put the emphasis on
providing optimum driver
and passenger room and
comfort Head room, shoulder
room, hip room, leg room -
all have been increased to
create an interior compart-
ment that's remarkably
spoclous. And there are con-
venient areas for storage
thoughtfully placed in the
doors and in the console.

AUTOMATIC SHOULDERBELT
RESTRAINTSYSTEM

An automatic front shoul-
der belt restraint system is
standard in all Thunderbirds.
It automatically secmes the
front shouIder belts for the
driver and passenger.

The motorized shouIder
belt moves back and forth on
a track Iocated above the

8

door. When a front door is
opened, the belt is positioned
forward at the front pillar and
out of your way for entry
Once youre seated, have
closed the door and turned
on the ignition, the belt moves
back along the track and
across your chest and shoul-
der. Shoulder belt tension is
autornatically adjusted and
allows freedom of movement.
All you have to do manually
is fasten your lap safety belt.

To release the system to
exit. simply open the door
and unfasten the lap belt.
Also. there are emergency
release buckles located on
the motorized ends of the
shoulder belts. Audible and
visual signals alert you when
one or both belts have been
disconnected from the emer-
gency buckles.

Thunderbird's automatic
shoulder belt restraint system
was thoroughly tested for
your safety and convenience.
But it's not intended to func-
tion alone. Use the system
onIy in conjunction with the
manual lap safety belt. For
the rear seats, manual shoul-
der and lap belts are pro-
vided for outboard pas-
sengers and a lap belt is pro-
vided for the center posttien.

Corwenient power windows are
standard on all Thunderbirds. Controts
are located in the door panel armrests
for easy identifleat/on and comfortab/e
ooeretion. See page 27 for aval/abitity
of dual electric remote mirrors and
power door Jacks shown also.

A Vehicle Maintenance Monitor
tootionet with Thunderbird, standard
with LX and Super Coupe) reports low
tluid levels for oit. tuet. engine coolant
and windshield washer. It even a/erts
you when vour oit needs changing.
A/sa shown are optional power
antenna and premium electronic
cassette radio with premium sound
system.

With Thunderbird LX and Super
Coupe, a handy instrument panel
storage bin includes a sliding cover to
keep valuable items out af sight.

The LX trip computer (part af the
electronic instrument cluster) reports
average trip tuel ecanamy, instantane-
ous tuel economv: trip distsnce, tuel
remaining, and distance ta empty.

Shown at right and on pages /0-71:
Thunderbird LX interlor with aptional
Preferred Equipment Package 162A.

Shawn in Titanium.
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THUNDERBIRD LX ny description of
Thunderbird LX
would have to
include a reter-
ence to luxury.

Above alL LX is outfitted for
extraordinary passenger
comfort and convenience.

The interior is the focus for
LX premium appointments.
The seats are trimmed in
special cloth and the door
trim panels are richly uphol-
stered. The power driver's
seat adjusts six ways. Both
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sun visors have a lighted rnir-
ror. Electronic instrurne n-
tation includes speedometer,
tachometer and trip corn-
puter (detailed on page 8),
and an instrument panel ster-
age bin (located above the
glove compartment) features
a sliding lid to help keep
valuables out of sight. The
electronic AM/FM stereo
radio includes a cassette
tape player.

LX convenience e q ui p-
ment includes front seat



reading lights, an engine
compartment light and front
and rear courtesy lights.
The illuminated entry system
lights the interior when the
door handle is lifted for extra
security alter dark. A vehicle
maintenance monitor keeps
track of !luid levels for oil. tuel.
coolant and windshield
washer and even indicates
when the engine oil needs to
be changed. The right and
lelt outside rearview minors
are power remote controlled.

Speed contral and a tilt
steering wheel. two very
popular driver convenience
items, are standard with LX.
And the rc ck-o nd-pl nion
steering is "speed sensitive"
A computer adjusts the
amount of power assistto the
exact requirements of the
driving situation for smooth,
Iowettort steering in tight.
low-speed maneuvers and a
pragressively firmer feel as
speed increases.

Owning a Thunderbird LX

can be even more rewarding
with Preferred Equipment
Package 162A.H'sa group of
popular options with a sub-
stantial savings included in
the price of the group. Front
passenger power seat pre-
mium cassette radio with pre-
mium sound, power antenna
and the keyless entry system
are some of the items
included in this desirabIe
package. See page 27 for
details on optional Prefened
Equipment Packages.

Thunderbird LX with optionel Preferred
Equipment Package 162A shown in
Deep Titanium Clearcoat Metallic.
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THUNDERBIRD hunderbird's new
profile is eye catch-
ing, to be sure. But
it's also tuneticnel.
using sleek lines to

achieve the bene fits of aero-
dynamics so important in
todcv's automobiles - lower
wind resistance and im-
proved handling. For this is a
thoroughly contemporary
Thunderbird, one that brings
advanced technology to a
long-respected nameplate
and writes the latest chapter
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in Ford design leadership.
Thunderbird's 3.8 liter V-ó

engine features the precision
and efficiency of a sequen-
tial electronic fuel injection
system. Efficiency is also
enhanced by the engine's
roller toppets. whose low-fric-
tion operation contributes to
fuel economy.* And light-
weighl, high-strength alumi-
num and magnesium com-
ponents help give the vehicle
a beller power-to-weight ratio
than typical materiaIs.



The Automatic Overdrive
transmission, with its im-
proved highway fuel econ-
omy; is standard, along with
the precision and ease of
rack-and-pinion power steer-
ing. The suspension systern.
responsible in large part for
Thunderbird driving plea-
su re. is discussed on the
following pages.

Inside. live adults enjoy a
measure of roominess that
just may surprise them. The
front bucket seats have indi-

vidual recliners and the auto-
matic shoulder belt restraint
system (see page 8) helps
make safety convenient.

Thunderbird comes equip-
ped with standard features
that add to the enjoyment of
driving. Air conditioning is
complemented by tinted
glass all around. An elec-
tronie AM/FM stereo radio
provides entertainment. Inter-
val wipers and power win-
dows make Thunderbird all
the more pleasurable.

And for outstanding Thun-
derbird value, Preferred
Equipment Package 15lA
contoins a group of popular
options at an attractive price.
Dual electric remote-control
minors, electronic AM/FM
stereo radio with cassette,
speed control. tilt steering
whee!, power driver's seat
and power door locks are just
some of the items. See page
27 for details on Prefened
Equipment Packages.
"See Gas Mileage, page 29,

Thunderbird with optional Preferred
Equipment Package 151A shown in
Currant Red Clearcoat Metallic.
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T H u N D E R B R D

SUSPENSION AND BRAKING

ver the years,
Thunderbird
has come to
be known as a

"drivers eer.' re-
gardless of model or series.
Tnot's because it's been engi-
neered with the kind of sus-
pension system that appeals
to those who take driving a
little more seriously The 1989
Thunderbird is no exception
with its rear-wheel drive con-
figuration and performance-
oriented componentry

The all-new suspension sys-
tem combines a long-spindle,
short/long arm (SLA) front sus-
pension with a fully indepen-
dent SLA in the rear (see
below) for taut handling.
Front and rear stabilizer bars
provide added control. The
rear suspension control arms
are "double isolcted" This iso-
lation from both the subframe
mounts and the lower control
arm bushings helps reduce
harshness. The front suspen-
sion StTUtis also double iso-
lated for low harshness.

Thunderbird's shock ab-
sorbers contain a low-pres-
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sure charge of inert nitrogen
gas. The gas suppresses
foaming of the hydraulic
fluid due to rapid bumps or
similar agitation. This. with
the help of variable-rate coil
springs, means the ride is
smooth under normal cir-
cumstemces. yet firm enough
for handling situations.

TECHNOLOGYAND BRAKING

Recentadvances in automo-
tive technology have meant

new and effective ways
to deal with out-of-the-ordi-
nary driving situctions. One
of these beneficial develop-
ments is anti-loek brakes,
which are standard equip-
ment in Thunderbird Super
Coupe and optional with the
other Thunderbirds.

Hard braking can cause
wheellock-up which reduces
driver control. especially on
slippery surfaces. The com-
puter technology built into

the anti-loek brake system
virtually eliminates brake-
induced wheellock-up.

Eleclromagnetic sensors
monitor the speed of each
wheel during braking and
transmit the data to a micro-
processor. If impending
wheellock-up is detected, the
brake pressure from the
hydraulic unit to the wheels is
modulated up to ten times
per secend. The brakes are
applied and released repeat-
edly in the same way you
were taught to "pump your
brakes" when you felt a lossof
traction. But the anti-loek
brake system operates at a
rate of speed far exceeding
human capability providing
the driver a much greater
degree of steering control
during hard braking,

The system includes power-
assisted 4-wheel disc brckes,
10.8" in diameter up front.
10.0" in diameter in the rear,
these brakes have a total
swept area of 357.4 square
inches for quick stopping
action and reduced fade
under severe braking.

Thunderbird's short/long arm rear
suspension is fully independent for
rough-road handling and isolated trom
the rear subframe to improve ridinq
smoothness. A toe contra/link, similar
ta those found in some European
performance ears, reduces toe-out
during braking and carnering maneu-
vers. Another benefit of the rear
suspension design is the allowance
it makes for Thunderbird's large
tronk area.





THUNDERBIRD SUPER COUPE T
here's no d is p u-
ting the obvious
signals that say
Thunderbird Super
Coupe is all busl-

ness.and the business is per-
formance. At its heart is a
power-boostinq supercharger
with intercooler that trens-
forms the sequential EFI 3.8
liter V6 engine into a power-
plant capable of over 200
hp and 300 lbs-ft. of torque
(see page 20). The unique
sound from under the hood



means there is something
very special indeed about
this Thunderbird.

Super Coupe's computer-
controlled anti-lock system is
combined with 4-wheel disc
brakes. lts suspension elec-
tronically adjusts to chang-
ing vehicle and road
conditions. The steering sys-
tem is "speed sensitive" to
deliver the proper feel for the
driving situation at hand.

Wide 16"aluminum wheels
come with Goodyem Eagle

performance tires with an
aggressive tread. The Troc-
tien-Lok axle automatically
shifts some of the driving
force, or torquo. to the wheel
with the most traction under
adverse driving conditions
like ice. snow or mud. Special
articulated sport seats can be
adjusted to their occupants
and the instrumentation
befits the high-performance
machinery it monitors. Super
Coupe performance is dis-
cussed in more detail on the

pages that follow.
Owning this cm is made

even more atlractive by the
Super Coupe Special Value
Package. When you choose
Preferred Equipment Pack-
age 157A, you receive the rem
window delroster. power loek
group, electronic AM/FM
stereo cassette, speed control.
tilt steering wheel and power
driver's seat at no extra cost.
See page 27 for details on
equipment and Preferred
Equipment Packages.

Thunderbird Super Coupe with the
aptiona! Super Coupe Special Value
Package shown in Light Titanium.
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SUPERCHARGING

T
raditiOnallY super-
chargers have been
found only on the
world's most special-
ized performance

cars. Simply put supercharg-
ing is a means to increase the
output of an engine (its horse-
power) by raising the pres-
sure of the intake charge
above otrnospheric.

The effect of supercharging
is easy to describe. Figura-
tively speaking, it adds cylin-
ders.The exhilarating rush of
power upon acceleration
makes it very difficult to
believe you don't have more
of them. In the case of Super
Coupe, the performance is
what you would expect to
experience with a big V8.
And vet when cruising at a
constant rate of speed, the
supercharger bypasses and
gives you the benefit of 6-cyl-
inder fuel economy' Here's
how supercharging works

The greater the mass of the
fueI/ air mixture supplied to
the cylinders. the more power-
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ful the combustion stroke. A
supercharger is a positive dis-
placement pump that deIiv-
ers this increased mass.
Unlike a turbocharger, it
works across a very broad
range of engine rpm. The
result is quick response even
at start-up speeds without
the "lag" associated with
turbocharging.

Some systems.like the one
in Thunderbird Super Coupe,
carry this principle even fur-
ther with a device called an
intercooler. Located between

the supercharger and the
combustion chamber, the
intercooler lowers the temper-
ature of the air passing
through it. increasing its den-
sity - and thus increasing
engine horsepower even
more.

Superchargers (unlike
exhaust-driven turbocharg-
ers)are mechanically driven
by the engine's crankshaft to
deliver nearly instantaneous
response,the kind associated
with larger displacement
engines. The supercharger

Super Coupe's Roots-type super-
charger: the finely fitted rotors spin
very close to each ether and to the
inside of the housing, pulling air inside
and torcinç it info the induction svs-
tem. Because the compression methad
is mechanical, a more consistent pres-
sure is created over a greater rpm range
with better boost at the low end than
with centrifuga! systems.

used in Thunderbird is the
Roots-type positive displace-
ment. It delivers boost at lower
compressor rpm and over a
much broader engine-rpm
range than some other types
(those which rely on centrifu-
gal force for cornpression. for
example). And the special
contoured rotor shafts mean
smooth operation. Its a sys-
tem well-suited to the kind of
driving most peopIe do - a
combination of urban, subur-
ban and highway trave!.

In order to maximize the
effectiveness of its super-
charger, the 3.8L V6 engine
contains special modifica-
tions. Hypereutectic aIumi-
num alloy pistons feature
a high silicon content for
added strength. The intake
manifold is configured for the
pressurized fueI/ air mixture it
receives. And high-perfor-
mance, platinum-tipped
spark pIugs are designed to
last 60,000 miles before
repIacement, minimizing
maintenance service.
"See Gas Mileage, page 29.
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INSTRUrv1ENTATIONAND CONTROLS

ilh an aulo-
mobile asper-
formanc e-
orienled as
Thunderbird

Super Coupe, iI shou ld nt
come as a surprise Ihal mosl
of the inslruments are relaled
10 Ihe engine (the super-
charger boost gauge, for
example), and thai this instru-
menlation is comprised of
real gauges, nol lighls. The
Super Coupe inslrumenl
panel and surrounding con-
lrols were designed with Ihe
emphasis on the driving tune-
tion. Gauges and dials are
placed to be quickly and
easily read, and knobs and
push buttons are placed 10
be comfortably reached. li's
all pari of Ihe ergonomie
inlegrity ol Thunderbird.

Bul funclional do esri't
necessari!y mean plain or
spartan. Inslrumenlation was
designed lor a bold, aggres-
sive appearance in keeping
with Ihe look, capabilily and
feelof Ihe car ltself

Super Coupe's perfor-
mance analog speedomeier

22

fealures while-on-black
graphics and Irip odomeler.
There's a tachomeler, of
course, and belween Ihe Iwo
are the supercharger boost
gauge and fuel gauge. Tem-
peralure and oil pressure
gauges are positioned at
either end ot Ihe clusler. The
air conditioning controls are
arranged for convenienl
operalion and fealure clear
graphics lor easy reading.

The 5-speed manual Irans-
mission lealher-covered shifl
knob is designed to be corn-
fortable to grip and shift, and
Ihe switch for the aulomalic
ride con trol suspension (see
page 24) lets Ihe driver over-
ride Ihe compuler and initi-
ale Ihe "tirrn" mode when
maximum handling is
desired.

Included in the optional
Super Coupe Special Value
Package 157A is Ihe electronie
AM/FM slereo radio with cas-
sette tape player which is
localed up high on Ihe instru-
menl panel for ease in
changing radio slations or
casselle lapes.

Thunderbird Super Coupe Înstrumen-
tatlon in Titanium. Same equipment

shown is apt/ona!.
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DRIVER INTERACTION

h i g h - per f 0 r-
mance driver
knows that in
addition to what
is seen,important

information about the road
and the cm isbeing fed back
through the seat, the steering
wheel and the foot pedaIs. In
Super Coupe, some of this
"input" is sensed by techno-
logically advanced suspen-
sion. steering and braking
systems that help the driver,
cm and road interaet.

The computer-controlled
"speed-sensitive" power steer-
ing system adjusts the power
to the situation by responding
to sensors which provide
data on speed and steering
angle. This results in smooth,
low-effort steering in tight.
low-speed maneuvers and a
progressively firmer feel as
speed increases.
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AN INTELLIGENT SUSPENSION

Super Coupe's suspension
system incorporates a micro-
processor that monitors sig-
nals from speed, brake
pressure, steering and accel-
eration sensors and adjusts
shock absorber damping
automatically to provide the
optimum ride/handling to
match the situation. Shock
damping is "norrnol" for a
smooth ride or "tirm" when
extra handling is required
("firm" mode mayalso be
selected manually by means
of a switch located on the
center console). These sophis-
ticated features, combined
with the anti-loek braking
system detailed on page 16,
contribute to Super Coupe's
extraordinmy driving capa-
bility and exhilarating
performance.

Super Coupe 's articu/ated sport seats
provide tirrn support and are body-
contoured to help hold you in place
when carnering. Theyencourage the
proper posture for driving comfort and
command and include individual reetin-
ers for the driver and front passenger.

The headrests edjust 4 ways: up/
down and tilt forward/back.

Ta help keep the driver and front
passenger firmly in place, the front
seat backs have back bolsters whieh
include an infinite power adjustment
for individual comfort.

The power /umbar support also
adjusts ta an inttnite
number of positions
to fit the seet to
(he occupant as
preciselyas
passible.

Right: Thunderbird Super Coupe inte-
rtor shown vvith ootionet Automatic
Overdrive transmission and leather
seating surfaces (inc/udes split toto

down rear seat) in Titanium.
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T H u N D E R B

THUNDERBIRD SOUND SYSTEMS
R D

T
hunderbird stereo
systems deliver out-
standing fidelity to
enhance your driv-
ing experience

ELECTRONICRADlOS

The Ford Electronic AM/
FM Stereo Search Radio
with clock is standard in
Thunderbird and Thunder-
bird Super Coupe. It delivers
20 watts of power and has full
electronic tuning. including
the "seek" feature with which
the tuner automatically
selecls and holds the next lis-
tenable station up or down
the frequency band.

Eighteen preset station
memory settings (6 AM/12
FM) provide personal pro-
gramming with instant
recal!. Other features include
separate bass and treble con-
trols. front/rear fade control.
left/right balance control.
and stereo/mono blend.

The optional Electronic
AM/FM Stereo Search Radio
with Cassette Tape Player
and clock. standard with LX
and included with Thun-
derbird Preferred Equipment
Package 151A and Super
Coupe 157A includes all the
features above with the oddi-
tion of an auto-reverse cas-
sette player with Dolby® B
noise reduction and locking
tost forward and rewind.

PREMIUMSOUND

The optienel Eleclronic Pre-
mium Cassette Radio with
Premium Sound is included
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Electronic AM/FM stereo search radio,
standard vvith Thunderbird and
Thunderbird Super Coupe.
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Electronic AM/FM stereo search radio
with cassette tape player (standard
with LX and included in optienel
Preferred Equipment Packages 151A
and 157A!.

VOLUME SCAN BAND lOC REW FF

"--" ~ """"'"~ - - e=s ..-- OO~ ~ •<I SEEK El> EJECT~m ==- TUNE + 2 3 BASS TREBlE BAlANCE FADE PUlV

IElIIm == iiiiiiiiiiiiIiI - - • - • l R F B ==--• • • '.POWER 4 5 elOCI< m "'"~ - - ~ -- --- -
[Q]O~1Ql

EJECT--DIG"A~ AUDJO ,.
"'SEEK'" TRACK ELAPSEO TIME•• ~
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Electronic premium cassette radio with premium
sound (included in the optional LX Preferred Equip-
ment Package 162A), compact disc p/ayer and
Ford JBL Audio System (optional with all series in
conjunction with premium cassette radio). Bright
controls for the electronic premium cassette radio
may be delayed. See your dealer.

in the LXPreferred Equipment
Package l62A. This sophisti-
cated system features elec-
tronie volume control. pop-out
controls for bass. treble. bal-
ance and fade (flush when
not in use), digital c lo c k.
motorized cassette tape eject
FM muting; seek/scan tuning
for both radio and cassette
tape, auto-reverse cassette
plover. AM stereo reception
(C-Quam® encoded), Dolby'?
noise reduction for tape and
DNR" for radio; automatic
metal/CrO, tape equaliza-
tion. 80 watts RMScontinuous
power, four premium speak-
ers and power amplifier/
booster.

JBL/COMPACTDISC

The optional Ford JBL Au-
dio System includes the Cas-
sette Radio described above.
The JBL setup features state-
of-the-art sound reproduc-
tien from a multiple-speaker
configuration that delivers
145 watts of total power
in a bi-amplified system.

The optional Compact Disc
Player (available with the
Ford JBL Audio System) pro-
vides outstanding clarity and
a wide dynamic range. It
includes a locking door that
prevents the accidental locd-
ing of a second disco auto-
matic and manual search
modes. and a random play
feature.

ccuom ~ IS o regislered rrademark of Ma/orola. fnc

Dolby" zs a reçwerea frodemark of Dolby Laboralo
nes Licensmg Corp
DNR'" JS a Irademork of Nanonat serneerauctor Corp
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FEATURESAND OPTIONS

NOTABLE STANDARD EQUIPMENT
Sta.dard Thu.dartllrd • Left-hand remote-control mirror • Power loek group (2) • Performance instrumentation
• Automatic Overclrive transmission • Wide bodyside preteeton moldings • EIec1ronic AM/FM stereo search radio with cassette • Vehicle maintenance monitor (see pages 8-9)
• Air conditioning • Deluxe wheel covers and digital clock (see page 26) • Fog lamps
• TInted glass • AII-season radial tires • Rear seat center armrest • Narrow bodyside moldings and lower bodyside
• Power steering • 5-mph color-keyed bumpers • Vehicle maintenanee monitor (see pages 809) cladding

• Power brakes LX (ove, SIo.dard) • Remote-release fuel door • 16-inch cast aluminum wheels and P225/6OVR16

• Power windows • luxury cloth bucket seats with reeëners • Dual electric remote-control mirrors performance tires
• Bright window moldings • Automatic ride cöntrot adjustable suspension

• Side window deloggers • Six·way power driver's seat
• Styled road w1leel covers • Anti-loek brakin~ system with 4-wheel dlsc brakes

• Interval windshield wipers • luxury door trim and carpeting (see pages 16--1
• Front automatic shoulder belt restralnt system • Electronic instrument cluster (1) Supa, Coupe (ove, Sta.dard) • Traction-lok exle
• Ful1·length console wlth Iloor-mounted shift • Instrument panel upper storaçe cernpartment • 5·speeCI manual transmission • Speed-sensitive power steering
• Vinyl door trim with storage bins • Illuminated entry system ano convenience lights • Articulated sport seats wim power lumbar and • Dual elecmc ramcte-control mirters
• Cloth bucket seats wirh reeëners • Speed control and tilt steering wheel

power seat back bolster adjustments
• Heavy-duty banery

• Analog instrumentation • Speed-sensinve power steering • Sport sott-ïeel steering wheel
• Heavy-duty altemator

• Electronic AM/FM stereo searcn radio with di~ital • Leather-wrapped luxury steering wheel • Luxury door tnm and carpeting
clock (may be deleted lor credit; see page 26 • IIluminated vlscr mirrors

• Instrument panel upper storage cornpertrnent

OPTIONS AND PREFERRED EQUIPMENT PACKAGES Pralarred Eouloment Paclcaoa.
(in addition to standard equlpment above) X = Included in package and deietabie as a group wim Ioss ol discount Supa,

0== Optional SIo.dard LX Co~a
NOTE: Contents of Preferred Eculcment Peckaces are subiect 10 enenee. 151A 162A 15 A·
Duel electrlc remote-ccntrol mirrors X
Bright window moldings X
Styled road wheel covers X
Speed control and tilt steering wheel X X
Power loek group (2) X X
Electronic AM/FM stereo search radio with cassette tape player (see page 26) X X
Slx-way power driver's seat X X
Rear window defroster X X X
Luxury lightlconvenience group (3) X X 0

Six-way power front passenoer seat 0 X 0

Keyless entry system 0 X 0
Electronic premium cassette radio with premium sound (see page 26) 0 X 0
Power radio antenne 0 X 0

Front floor mats 0 X 0
Aluminum wheels end P215f70R15 tires 0 X
leather sealing surfaces (includes split lokl down rear seat with Super Coupe) 0 0
Clearcoat paint 0 0 0
Ford JBL Audio System (see page 26) 0 0 0
Compact disc player (see page 26) 0 0 0
Anti-theft system 0 0 0

Power moonroof 0 0 0
AII-season Eagle GT+4 performance tires 0
Wire-style locking wheel covers 0 0
White sidewall tires 0 0
Conventienat spare tire 0 0
Traction-lok axle 0 0
Automatic Overdrive transmission 0
Anti-loek braking system with 4-wheel dlsc brakes and Itacticn-tok axle (see pages 16-17) 0 0
Package delete ootion (4) 0 0 0

'Super Coupe Special Villue Package. When you order your tnunoerbrd Super Coupe wllh preterree Equlpmenl Package 157A, the rear wlndow daftostët power loek group. AM/FM stereo cassette. speed control. tilt wheel and power dnver's seat are no extra charge. Special vaue lor a special
Thunderbird!
(1) Includes speedcmeterrcdometet, tachometer ano gouges lor voltage. oil pressure and terneeraure. A speed alarm can te set to alert you II you exceed your cesireu speed by 5-mph. (2) lndudes power door rocks. remcte.comol electrio decklid with release in !lIeve box, remcte-contrcl luel filler door
with release in glove box (standard with LX and Super Coupe). (3) lncludes cornennç lamps: dual illumlnated vrsor metors (standerd with LX and Super Coupe): me iüurninated enuy system (standard wlth LX). tne autolamp system wltn auto dim are automatic headlamps on/o!!ldelay: dual beam map
light, instrument panel counesy lighls and engine cernpartment light (all standare wlth LX and Super Coupe). the automatic day/night mirror (standaru on LX anc Super Coupe): the vehlcle manteranee moeter (see pages 8·9 lor content, standard with LX and Super Coupe) (4) When celere oonon IS
selecteo. package items (denoted by ·T) are deleted and me package discount na langer appües. Package items are availablë only with me complete package. Keyless entry svstem 5-way power passenger seat. anu-mett system and leather seannc sunaces are not avaäable with delete ootion
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T H u N D E R B R D

SPECIFICATIONS COLORS AND TRIMS

Standard Thunderbird and Thunderbird LX
Engine type ............ 3.8 liter V-6
Horsepower/compression ratio . . ..... 140/9.0:1
Induction svstem . .... . ......... Sequennal multiole-port electronic tuel injection
Fuel tank ....... 19 gal.
Transmission . . .............. Automatic Overdrive
Front suspension · .......... , . , ........ , ...... long-spindle SLA, vartable-rate coil springs,

double-acting gas-pressurized shock absorbers. U·inch dia. stabilizer bar
Rear suspension · .................. Independent SLA, toe controllink, variabie rare sprinqs.

double-actinq ças-pressurized shock absorbers, t-mch dia. stabilizer bar
Sleering . , .. Standard: Power rack-and-pinion. ratio 14.1:1 on center

LX: soeec-senstnee power, ratio 14.1:1 on center
Brakes Power front disc/rear drum
Brakes (optional) . .... Anti·lotk braking system, power lour·wheel disc
Wheels . ....................... Stamped steel 15wx6.0"
Wheels (optional) . ... Cast alurninum 15"x6.5"
Tlres ....... P20511OR15 BSW
Tires (optional) . P205i70R15 WSW; P215i70R15 BSW
Tire (spare) . ................. Mini·spare (conventional is optcnaü

Thunderblrd Super Coupe
Engine type . ....... 3.8 üter supercnarqed. intercooled V-6 with dual exhausts
Horsepower/compression ratio . . .. 2101B.21
Induction svstem . ..... Sequenüal multiple-port electmnc fue! iniecton
Fuel tank ........... 19 gal.
Transmission . 5-speed manual
Transmission (ootional) .......... Automatic Overdrive
Front suspension (in addition to Standardl . . ... .. Automatic ride control suspensen. t.z-inch dia. stabilizer bar
Bear suspension (in addition 10 Standardl · ............. Automatic ride control suseensen. t.t-inch dia. stabilizer bar
Rear axle ................. Jracfion-tnk
steeroe .. . . . . . . . . . Speed·sensitive power, ratio 14.1:1 on center
Brakes . . . Anti·lock braking system, power tour-wheet disc
Wheels ..... . ... Cast a1uminum 16"x7.0"
Tires ........... ....... .... ........ Good ar Eaale P225/6OVR16 performance
Tires optional) . . ........ AII·saason Goodyear Eagle GT +4 performance

Measurements
Wheelbase 113.0~

length 198.r
Height 52.7"
Width 72.7"
Front treed 61.6"
Rear tread 60.2"
luggage capacitv (cu. 1t.1 14.7
Passeneer capacity 5

Basen on Motor vemce Manutacrurers Assocanon passenger car speclûcanons

113.0"
198.7"

=

f---616" ---1 t--- 60.2" ----j

t---- 72.7" -----j
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Standard Thunderbird and Thunderbird LX
Inlerior Trim Colars

$hadow Blue Titanium Currant Red light $andalwood Exterior Paint Colors

x X X Black
X X X light Titanium Clearcoat Metallic

X X Deep Titanium Clearcoat Metallic
X X Cutrent Red Clearcoat Metallic
X Bright Red

X X Almond
X Medium Sandalwood Clearcoat Metallic

X Crystal Blue Clearcoat Metallic
X light Crystal Blue Clearcoat Metallic
X X TwiJight Blue Clearcoat Metallic
X X X X Oxford White

Thunderbird Super Coupe
Intener Trim Colors

Titanium Durram Red Shadow Biue êxterter Paint Colors

X X Black
X Brighl Red
X X X light Titanium Clearcoat Metallic
X X Twilight Blue Clearcoat Metallic
X X X Oxford White

Some of the parnt and tnm colers are stown rn thls catalog. On the prmted page. of course, colors are at best only
representanve of the originals. Vour Ford Dealer can show you actual samples of the pamt colors and trim materials
presentee above .

Above: For that great open air feeling, the power moonroof is
optional with all Thunderbirds. Be/ow: Locking wire-style whee/
covers and P205/70R15 WSW tires ïtettt and cast aluminum
whee/s are optional with Thunderbird and Thunderbird LX.
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SAFETY AND OWNER BENEFITS

F
ordMotor Company strongly

encourages all passengers la
use Iheir safety belts. Ford
urges Ihe use of child and
infant reslrainls. as required

in all steles. Ford's easy-Io-install Tol-
Guard (for children 20 la 50 pounds) lS
avoilabie al 011Ford Dealers. If a child
restrotrit requires a lop-Ielher. Ford cors
provide tor allachmenl of an anchor
al each rear sealing posilion. FOT

Thunderbird, a clip-on child seal
buekJe is avoilabie at rio charge lor Ihe
righl-hand Iron! seat menuet lap belt.

ft~~~WECANSAVELIVES

- ~ .. .=... lF~)
=-- -=-

FORD LIFEGUARD DESIGN
SAFETY FEATURES

Vehicle operation
o Split service hydraulic breke sys-
tem wilh warning light 0 Co-rosten.
resistent brake lines 0 Flosh-to.poss
headlamps 0 Turn indicator lever
with lane-changing signal feature
o Hazard warning flasher 0 Back-
up lomps 0 Side marker lomps
o Parking lomps coupled with
headlamps 0 High-mount stop
lamp 0 Interval windshield wipers
o Windshield washers 0 Outside recr-
view mirror. driver's side 0 Clore.
reduced instrument panel. windshield
wiper arms and windshield pillars
o Uniform transmission shit! quadranl
with safely storting switch (on all cars
equipped wlth aulomatic tremsmis.
sion) 0 Clulch or neutral interlock for
starter motor (on cars with manual
Iransmissions) 0 Conlinuously varia-
bie contra! illuminalion inlensity
(instrument cluster lighling) 0 Safety
hood latch system 0 Responsivewind-
shield defrosler system 0 Tompe r-
resistant (non-reversing) odometer
D Só-rnpb hlghilghted speedomeier
o Inertia shut-offswitch for electric tuel
pump
Occupant protection
o Satety-designed front end structure
o Safety-designed roof structure
o Steel guard rails in side doors
o Safety·designed door hinges and
double-yoke safety door latehes
o 2-poinl motorized shoulder belt

system with manual lap belt for front
outboard occupants 0 Visual and
audible seal bell fastening reminders
for Ihe driver's seat 0 Lap belts for een-
Ier rear sealing position and lap/shoul-
der bells wilh automatic retractors tor
rear oulboard occupants 0 Enerçy-
absorbing steering column and
sleering wheel 0 Energy-absorbing
armresls and safety-designed door
handles 0 Energy-absorbing instru-
ment panel with padding 0 Energy-
absorbing sun visars 0 Energy-
absorbing front sect back tops 0 Self-
locking sect back latches 0 Head
reslraints tor front occupants 0 Safety
glove box latch 0 lnside yieldaway
rearview mirror 0 Impact-absorbing
laminaled safely glass windshield
o Flame-resislanl interior malerials
o Safely-designed coat hooks
o Safety-designedradio contral knobs
and push bultons

TRANSFERABLE
6YEAR/60,OOO·MILE

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Covers you and future owners. wilh
no transfer cost.tor 6 years or 60,000
rniles, whichever comes nrst This lim-
Bed warranty covers major powertrain
componenis. Certain restnettoris and
deductible apply Ask your dealer tor
acopy

6-YEAR/100,OOO-M1LE
CORROSION PROTECTION

Thunderbird's corrosion warranty
coverage tor outer body panel rust-
Ihrough is 6 years or 100.000 rniles.
whichever comes tirst, See your Ford
Dealer tor details and a copy ot th is
limited warranty.

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

For complete mainlenance recorn-
mendoftons. reter 10 Ihe Maintenance
Schedule and Record Log.

Engine oil and filter change ..... each 7,500 miles
or 6 rmnths"

Spark plug change. . each 30,000 mi!es ....
Air filter replacement each 30,000 miles
Engine coolant replacement each 30,000 mi!es

or 3 years
"For Super Coupe. change as lndhaten by malntenance monitor. but
not to go beyond 5.000 rmes er 6 months. whlchever eernes first

-50,000 lor Super Coupe.

5-MILE·PER-HOUR BUMPERS

Ford equips Thunderbird wilh
impact-resistant rron: and rear
bumpers thai meet Ihe damageabilily
requiremenls 01 the Federal Bumper
Sfandard at ömph (exceeding the
stendord's 21/2-mph requirement),

GASMILEAGE

1989EPAmileage esttmoteswere nol
available al the time this publicalion
was approved tor printing. See your
dealer tor current inforrnotiori.

~

LlFETIME= SERVICE..=.. GUARANTEE

Portlclpotinq Ford Dealers offer the
Lifelime Service Guarantee, which
guarantees their cuslomer-paid work
on your Fordvehicle for as long as yau
own it. A covered repair is paid tor
once. It it ever hos la be tixed again, Ihe
repairing dealer will fix it lree. Ask 10
see a copy or this limited warranly
when you visit your participating Ford
Dealer.

EXTENDED
SERVICE
PLAN

The optional Ford Extended Service
Plan covers major components on new
Ford cars and light trucks tor longer
Ihan the vernele'sbasic warranly. Your
FordDealer hos Iull details.

MotorcraHW
QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS
FROM FORD

Genuine Ford and Molorcraft onçi-
nol equipment replacement parts
meel the same high slandards as Ihose
inslalied in produclion,

I.LEASINGI
The leasing alternative is available

Ihrough your Ford Dealer. A portleipct-
ing dealer can arrange financing
terms or a Red Carpet Leose'"tor qucü
ried applicanls tailored to your
circumstances Ihrough FordCredit.

Ford-paid repair programs after
the warranty period

Sometimes Ford Motor Company
otters adjuslment programs 10 pay all
or part af the cost 01 certain repairs
These programs are intended la assist
awners and are in addition 10 Ihe war-
ranty or 10 required recalls.
Technical service bulletins

All vehicles need repairs during Iheir
llïetirne. Sometimes Ford issues techru.
cal service bulletins (TSBs)and eosyto-
read explanalions describing unusual
engine or Iransmission conditions
which may lead 10 coslly repairs, the
recommended repoirs.and new repair
procedures, Often arepair now can
prevent a more seriousrepair laler.
For more Informatlon ...

Ask Ford Motor Company ar your
Ford or Lincoln Mercury; Scorpio.XR4Ti
Dealer about Ford-po id repair pro-
grams andlor TSBsrelating 10 your
vehicle.

Ta get copies of these malerials tor
your vehicle or the vehicle of interest to
vou CaU Ford tou-tree al 1·800·241·3673,
AlaskalHawaii caU 1·800·241·3711and
in Georgia caU 1·800·282·0959.

Or wrile Fordat,
FordCustomer
In!ormalion System
PosfOffice Box 95427
Attente. Georgia 30347

Well need your name and cddress.
yeor, make, model and vehicle Identiti-
calion nurnoer, as weIl as engine size.
Opllons avaflabflfty

Options shawn or described in this
catalog are available at extra cost
and may be offered only in combirio-
tion with other options or subjecl to
additional ordering requirements or
limitotions.
"AsJeyour Ford Dealer"

Following publicotien of Ihis catalog,
cerlain changes in standard equip-
ment, optieris. prices and the like. or
product delays, may have occurred
which would not be included in these
pages. Your Ford Dealer is your best
source for up-Ia-date tnïorrnction.
Product changes

Ford Division reserves the right to
change product speciticatians at any
time without incurring obligations.
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