




Thc Mini is as youthful as the dav that Sir Alec Issigonis

first sketchcd its sim ple lincs on a restaurant table clorh.

In Four decades it has bocome au icon an d is destined to live

on as onc of the great legends of thc world motor industr-y.



Launch of the Austin Seven in 1959 'The Incredible Austin Seven'

1906 1922

The Austin Company was founded

at Longbridga by Herbert Austin
The original Austin Saven

went into product ion

The modern motor car was bom on 26 August 1959. On that day, BMC

(British Motor Corporation) launched the Mini. BMC had been formed in

1952 by the merger of the Austin and Morris companics , 50 the Mini was

originallv launchecl in two ver-sions - the Austin Scvcn (some times writ ten

"Se7en") and the Morris Mini-Minor. According to the original publicity,

the Austin was "The Incredible Austin Seven" whi!e the Morris was

"Wizardry on Wheels".

Bath of the makes involvcd had a long history of making successful light

cars , The Austin compan)' had been Foundcd at Longbriclge near Birmingham

in 1906 by Herber t (later Lord) Austin (1866 - I941). H is masterptece was

the origiua l Austin Seven of 1922, the first small cal' in Britain with a Iour-

cylinder cngine (of 747cc) and room for two adults and two children. This

car went on the market For 1.165 and remairred in production for 17 )'ears,

with almost 300,000 cars being made. The Austin Seven was also successful

abroad , it was built under- Iicence in the USA, Eranee and Gcrmany, and



1947

Original sketch of the Mini by A/ec Issigonis

1928

The Inst Morris Minor was rauncneo

inspircd thc [ir-s t [apunese Datsun cal".Thc German verston bccame the fu-st

car made bv tbc BMW company in 1928.

Thc Foundcr of Manis was the cr-stwhilc cyclc mcchantc William Morris,

later Lord Nuffield (1877 - 1963). He built hts Flrst car at Cowley near

Oxford in 1913. In the 1920s, tbc Bullnosc Morris cars , nemed aftel" their

dtsuncuvc radiator shape , became Britairr's bcst-sclling moelels. A small car,

thc Fh-st Morris Minor, was Iaunched in 1928. Onc of the most successful

Morris rnodels pre-war was the Manis Eight of 1934 which in lirtle rnorc

than four )'can reached a production wc!l over 200,000.

13)' 1939 Austin and Morris were the predominant British car rnanufactur-

ers, with annual outputs nlldging 100,000. In thc immediate post-war

pcriod, Manis was the [ir-st to bring out a ncw smal l car, rhe fanrous Morris

Minor of 1948. Like rhc later Mini, this was designed by Alec Issigonis, and

the Minor became thc [ir-st Brtush cal' of whicb onc milllon were made. The

production total Ier tbe model reached more than 1.6 rnillion by the time



An eerty Austin Seven, to became Austin Mini in 1962

1948 1951

The famous Morris Minor was

reuncneo. designed by Issigonis
The new A·series engine

was used in trie A30

it was dtscontinued in 1971. Austin Introduced rhe cornpeting A30 model in

1951, also at Fit-st known as the Austin Seven . Never as successful as the

Minor, production of the A30 and later A35 dcrtvauvc reachcd 578,000

until 1968. The im por tance of the A30 was however that th is was thc [ir-st

car in whieh the new A-series engine was used.

At the time of the mergel", bath cornpanies thereforc has a long tradition of

leading Britain in the matter of srnal l car munufacture. Bath thc Austin and

Morris brnnds had, especially since the Scconcl Worlel War, beoome increas-

ingly known internationally. The Morris Minor in partietdar set ncw stan-

darels in smal l ear design. With the A-series engine, BMC had one of the

wor-ld's best srnall cal' engines. Yet th ere was little in thc corporate history

whieh would prepare for the impact of the Mini.

Alec Issigonis (1906 - 1988; knighted in 1969) had been barn in Smyrna in

present day Turkey, the son of a Bavar-ian mother and a Greek father who

became a nationaliscd Brito». After the war between Greece and Turkey



whcre Greecc lost her posscssions in Asia Minor, young Alec and his by then

widowcd mother arrived in Londen in 1922. Here he pur sued studies of

engineering and cvcntually began hts carecr in tbe motor iudusn-y. In 1936,

he [otned Morris Motors at Cowley.

Sir A/ec /ssigonis at his retirement party in 1971 with his first Mini

1952

tssrçonts Iett Morris eno workso on a new car lor Alvis

During the war, Issigonis began to design thc small car that eventually

becamc thc Morris Minor It was his convletion that a front-heavy ca r with

reletively soft independent front suspension and a rigid unitar)' bodyshell

woulel offer a great advantage on road holding and han dling - something

c-hich was arnply proveel by the Minor. Howcver, in 1952, Issigonis for a

time left Manis, and for the next four )'ears workcd on a cal' design for- the

Alvis compan)' in Covenn-y.

Whcn Alvis dcctdcd thev could net afford to put this car into productton ,

Issigonis acceptcd an invitation froru BMC's chairmun Leonard Lord (1896-

1967, later Lord Lambury) to rc-join the compan)' at Longbridge, initiallv

wi th a brief to look at future moelels in genera!. Llnder rhe impact of the



The first Mini wnn the limited edition Mini of 1989

1957

Issigonis back at Longbridge is given

a tree hand to design a smal! car

1957
Suez crisis in 1959 which for a brief pcriocl brought petrol rationing back

to Britain, Lord dccidcd that BMC rcallv nccdcd a ncw smalt cal". He asked

[ssigonis to design this and gave him largcly a frce hand only stipulatinp th at

it must use rhe exisling A-series enginc.

And sa Issigonis, with a sinall team oF assistants , began thc design of the

Mini. His vision was of the smallest posstble car that would accommodare

four adults and some luggage. Having cstabhshcd the basic dimensions for

th is package, he thcn looked at how the engine co uld be Fitteel into the car

which he saw as a box, little more than 10 Iccr by 4 fcet b)' 4 Iect . Befere

leaving Morris in 1952, he had already built a special Morris Minor wirh

Front-wheet drive and a transverse engine, and this Idea was novv applicd to

thc new car. The masterstroke which made th is engine installation possible

was the idee of putting the gearbox in thc slImp of thc cngine. Othcr impor-

tant space saving meas ur-es were the tin)' 10 inch -vhee!s, and thc compact

all independent suspension wtth rubber elcmcnts.



An early Mini production fine al Longbridge

1958 1959

Early prototype ready Production unes at Cowley anc

Longbridge ren srrnuuaneouary

1959
ln the sunuuer of 1958, Issigonis look Lord for a quick drive rounel the

Iactor y in ene of thc earl)' protot)'pes. Lord was qutckly convineed end told

[ssigonis 10 have the car in production within a yeal". Anel so it. happened -

thc production lines at borh Longbridge and Cowlcy, Ier Auslin and Morris

rcspccrively, hcgan la roll in thc spring of 1959, in rcadincss for the August

launoh date.

Although rhc new car was effered for just undcr L500 (including Purehese

Tax) in its cheapesr standard [orrn in the home markct , it was not Britain's

cheapesr car. although it undoubt.edly effered more for the mone)' than an)'

competitor. lt took a vvhile for the Mini to flnd its place in thc market, and

productton in 1959 was ani)' around 20,000 cars, although by 1962 BMC

turned out over 200,000 cars per year and went on doing sa {or- the next 15

years. Originally scen jusr as anothcr small [amilv car, thc versaultty and

charm of rhe Mini made it a fuvourue with thc jet setters of the swinging



The luxury Ri/ey Elf Mk 1 from 1961

1961 1963

Leunen of tne first Mini Cooper Mini Cocper S was raoncneo

with the 1071ee engina

stxties. The cal- quickly became something else altogether a fashton or

lifestyle statement, an icon.

Many different variati ons were to follow the oriçina l saloon. Tbc pertod

1960 to 1964 was especially fruitful, first with estatc cal' and van ver-slons,

then a piek-up, and in 1961 the badge engineer-cd [uxur-v verstons of the

Mini under the Wolseley Hornet and Rtlcy Elf badges, featuring miniature

vet-sions of the classic radiator grilles of these brands, and also built-out

boots with increased luggage space. More irnporrantly, 1961 saw the launoh

of thc firsr Mini Cooper, a high-performance version devclopcd jointly with

the racing ear cons rructor- John Cocper. Thc srandard Mini's 848ce engine

with 34bhp was replaced by a 997cc cnginc dcvcloptng 55bhp, and the

Cocper For the [ir-st time had front disc brukes.

In 1963 the Cooper was foliowed by the even more potent Mini Cocper- S

with a 1071 cc engine and a top speed of close to 100mph. While the stan-

dard Mini end the Mini Cooper had already been used in rallying by BMC's



Paddy Hopkirk and the /964 Mini Cooper S. B Monte Carlo winner

1964 1965

Mnus litted with Hvdrotast!c

gas/Huid suspension svstem

Millionlh Mini produced

cornpcttuons dcpar unent , rhc Mini Cocper S bccamc an outstanding rallv

ca r, winning thc prestigiaus Montc Carlo Rail)' thrcc times for BMC, in

1964, 1965 end 1967, apart fr-om man)' other important victories, in the hands

of [amous drivers such as Paddy Hopkirk , Rauno Aaltonen. end Timo Makinen.

Prom 1964, thc Mini Cao per S was futcd mostly wu.h a ncw 1275cc version

of thc A-series cngine while there was also a short livcd 970cc version.

Thc nan S Mini Cocper received a 998cc cnginc which already been intro-

duced in tbc Wolseley and Rilcv modc!s. At the ether end of rhe Mini range,

thc utilltarian Mini Make was inu-oduced, a simpte Iightweight vchtcle =s-
ina llv Intended Ier militat-v applicat ions. Alsa in 1964, man)' Minis rcceivcd

thc intcrconnccted Hydrolasuc gas/nuid suspension s)'stcm.

The flrsr millianth Mini was produced in 1965. By now thc model was weIl

cstablished and apart From Britaiu , was manufact u red in severul over-seas

locati ons , ineluding notably Ausn-alia and by the lnnocen t i compan)' in Iraly.



The Mini Make tor many veem built in Australia

1967

Mark II Minis were introduced at tne Motor Show

Later Minis woulel also bc built in Sourh Africa, Bclgiul1l and Spai», as weIl

as in ether countrics wher-e BMC importers set up local asscrnbly opera-

rions. The Mini had become a world cal'. In 1965, the option of an automatic

gearbox was effered for rhe fir st time.

By 1967, a smail face lift was deemed to be in order, anel rhe Mark ll Mini

range, inrroduced at the Motor Show, had new radiator grilles, bigger rear

windows , and o ther costuetic changes. Thc standerd models now became

available with the 998cc engine as an alternative to the 848cc sizc. In the

following year, the BMC company merged with Levland (a lso by this time

ovvnet- of thc Rover and Triurnp h brands). Under the new management of

the Br-iush Leyland company, a thoroughly overhauled Mini range was

launchcd at the end of 1969.

Thc ncw I-ange lor tbc flrst time abandoned the traditional Austin anel

Morris narnes - Mini now became establishcd as a brand in its own right.

Comparcd to the oripina l models, improvements across the board included



The Mini Clubman Estate featuring an alternaliva front end design

1969 1976

Complete overbaut of lhe

Mini range was launettee

Four-mlillonth Mini orocuceo

wind down wtndows in placc of thc origin al ~liding door wtndows, and nc w

coneenled door hinges. In fact thc enth-e bodyshcll was an additional model

range fcaturing an ahernauvc front end design, thc Clubman saloon end

estare cal" modcls , as wcll as a ncw 1275 GT model. Rile)' and Wolselcy

vet-sions wcrc howcver discontinucd, and of thc Mini Cocper modc!s only

thc 1275cc S livcd on br-iefly in a Mark 111version befere bcing discontin-

ucd in 1971. Van and piek-up moelels wc re conunucd, but thc Mini Make

had been droppeel from rhc UK Hno-up in 1968, a1though production

conunucd in Australia, and L1tCI"in Portugal.

Thc secend millionth Mini was made in 1969. Tbc highest annual produc-

tion figure of more than 318,000 Minis made worldwide was rcached in

1971 and in 1972, the third milliornh car was made, followed in 1976 by

number four million. Af ter several aboruvc attempts al replacing the Mini,

thc BL company IlOW had a new small cal" under dcvclopmcnt, to be

launchcd as thc Austin MiniMctro in 1980. To make wa)' for th is new model,



7V personality Noel Edmonds drives number 5,000,000 ott the fine

1979 1980

The 20th Anniversary of the Mini Austin MiniMelro was launchec

1977
the Mini range in rhe early 1980s was pr uncd back. Tbc Clubman models ,

including the es ta te ca!" and rhe 1275 CT, all disappeared, and a httle later

so did the van and piek-up ver sions. Most overscas productton had al ready

been steppeel. The 850 saloon also disappcarcd , leaving only rhe 1000

saloon to cart-y on.

Never rheless, the Mini still enjoyed considerable popularity, and the 20th

annivcrsarv of the model in 1979 had been markcd b)' thc Fh-st of several

large btrthday pat-ties. A special anniversary model was also produccd ,

becoming the {ir-st of man)' Mini-baeed limitcd editions , l-lowever, with the

nevv Metro taking over most of BL's small car sales , Mini production figurcs

quickly dropped to much lower levels than in its heyday. Ncvcrrheless, in

1986 thc ûvc millionth Mini came off the Longbriclge production line.

There wc re also steady irnprovements to the Mini, wirh 1984 seeing the

introduetion of 12 inch wheels anel front disc brakes Ior the First time in the

standani model.



Mini Cooper special edilion - the famous Cooper name returns

1986

New cernpeten te revneuse tne Mini

1990
In 1986, the BL company became the Rover Group, under Graham Day's

management, and Day personally author+sed a new carnpaign to revualtse

thc Mini, with farnous slogans such as "You never forget your flr st Mini",

and "Minis have feelings too". These effor ts bore fruit par ucularly in export

ruarkets, notably in Japan wherc Mini salcs rose front 1000 cars in 1985 to

a rernarkable 12,000 in 1990, helping thc Mini to achleve us best recent

production figure of 46,000 cars in thet yea r.

By now thc Mini had celebratcd its Jûth anniversary. A rcmarkable high

performance deriva tive , the ERA-Mini with a turbocharged engine [r-orn the

MG Metro, saw limited productton. In 1990 Rover, again with the enthost-

astic help of John Cooper, brought back the Mini Cooper, first as a ltmited

ediuon, soon after as a standerd production model. The ncw Mini Cooper

quickly becarne the best-selling Mini ver sion, and fcatured man)' 1960s design

cues, such as two-toue colour schemes and Mlnilüe-st yle cast alloy wheels.



Mini cabriolet trom 1993 the most expensive Mini

1991 1994

Mini uuec with cateivuc converter BMW'S eneurnen Bernd ctscnetsrteoer

was a rerauve of Sir Alec Issigonis

1991
Thc o,-iginal carburctror cngincd mode-l was repteeed in 1991 by a

Iue! injecuon verston which was also the Iirst Mini t o bc Fitred wüh a

catalyuc converter.

Thc 1275cc cnginc fr-om the ncw Mini COOpCI- was cvent ually also fitred , in

a Iess powertul farm, La the standard Mini saloon, whi!c in 1992 thc In-st

Rover produccd Mini convertible appeared - af ter num crous af'tcrmarket

conver-sions over a pertod of 30 years. At L 12,000 t.h is was thc most ex pen-

sivc Mini ever but still found a niche in thc market.

In 1994, Rover Group af ter a period of stx years in the ownership of British

Aerospace, was sold to the Cerman car maker I1M W. When it was discov-

ered that BMW's chairman Bernd Pischersrieder was a rclattvc of' the Mini's

crcator Alec Issigonis (Pischersrieders grandmolher was a sister of

Issigonts's mother}, this was only one factor which pro rn pted iucreased

speculation as 10 the possibilü y of sceing an all nc w Mini. Thc compall)"s



The 1997 Mini Cooper with optional sports pack

1996

A new Mini 10 be made lor Ihe new millennium

other small car, the erstwhile Mini reptacement barn as the Metro in 1980,

now in a rnuch-modified and improved [or m known as thc Rover 100

Series, was eventually expected 10 go out of production befere the Mini.

Rover Group obser vcrs were not dtsappotmcd. In 1996, the company

confirrned that there would be all all-ncw Mini for thc new millennium, 10

be built in the UK in highcr numbcrs than thc current model, and flued

with a ncw engine developed jointly bet ween Rovcr/BMW and Clu-ysler, to

bc made in a new [act orv in Br-azil and also la be fitred to future Chrysler

products. Therc was also a ncw much-modifled 1997 Mini range of rwo

rnodel s , Mini anel Mini Cooper, bath sharing the same engille, a 1275cc A

series with multi-point Fuel injection and 63bhp. Both moelels co st 18995

on thc road in the UK, but potenttal cu stom crs could easily spenel a lot

more on a Mini, choasing special equiprnen t , accessories and paint and trim

schemes from a wider than ever options list.



Project R50 - the new Mini

\

1997

The concept cars wourc not resembie toe

new production mode Is yet la corne

Project R50 - tne new Mini

reveerec al Frankfurt

1997
With these new models , Rover gavc a clear signa I t hat the Mini now and for

the future would be positioneel as a specialised more up-marker type of small

car, not as a mass produced entry level model. The image of the Mini brand

was reinforeed and sharpened with a ncw badge, and a special set of brand

valnes dcftned as "energy, escaptsm , e xci tem cn t , tndtviduality and innova-

tion". And while Rover in early 1997 showed several concept vehicles su eh

as the MGF based ACV 30 and the radical Spiritual modcls , the company

was at pains to point out that none of these woulel resem bic the actual nc w

production model yet to come. This car, codename Project RSO, was

revenled at Frankfurt in September 1997. The legend that is Mini lives on.






